

Belles and Beaus is a 4 day seasonal children’s consignment sale providing the opportunity to sell your gently used clothing while receiving 70% of your selling price with no long wait for your items to sell. This is much better than the 50/50 split that most consignment stores offer.  Clean out those closets and cash in as you shop from the best in name brand and boutique items at bargain prices.  We will hold sales twice a year, in the spring and in the fall.  Our next sale is scheduled for August 10-15th, 2004.  We advertise, host the sale, and you benefit.  Please follow the directions below to prepare your clothing and items for the sale.  If you have any questions call Carol at (803) 951-3386 or visit our website http://bellesandbeaussc.tripod.com.  We will accept cash, checks, debit cards, visa and master card as payment for this sale.  NOTICE: A $25.00 fee will be charged for all returned checks.
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CARDS:
Use 3x5 index cards only.  Start with card vertically and draw a line horizontally 1 inch down from the top.  Tags will be cut off of clothing at this line so as to ensure that clothing is not ripped during tag removal.  
PINS:
Use medium to large safety pins only.  No small gold pins or straight pins.  They will fall off.  Attach safety pin horizontally (left to right) above the line on the card.  This will help the cards to stay on better.    
HANGERS:
All clothing must be clean, pressed and on hangers with the exception of infant sleepers, which should be packaged in a zip-lock with 3 per bag.  Price accordingly.  No spit up stains or holes and all snaps must work.  100% cotton sleepers only.  The others will not sell.   We recommend kids wire hangers for clothing under size 4T.  Do not use toddler pant hangers.  They will not hold the clothing securely enough.   Adult sized wire hangers are preferred on clothing size 5 and above.  Plastic hangers take up more space.  Plastic hangers break and clothing winds up on the floor.  The hook should be facing left if looking at it.  The tag should be pinned to the top right shoulder of the garment as you face it.  Pin clothing sets together on one hanger, with the pants or skirt pinned to the outside so both pieces can be viewed.  Pin pants or skirts onto the top side of the hanger to keep them from sliding to one side.  When you tip the hanger, they should not move.  Please see examples.  Pin matching accessories (hat, socks, headband, etc.) to shirt, but separate from the tag.  Make note of accessories on the tag description.  Appearance is everything!  Please button all buttons, snap all snaps and zip all zippers.  If your clothes look neat and are ironed, they will sell better.  
CONSIGNOR#: Make sure your consignor number is correct and on every item you bring.  Do not make corrections on the tag.  Your profit depends on this information. We recommend taking a small piece of masking tape and writing your consignor number on it.  Place this near the tag on the inside of the clothing in case a tag should become displaced.  This will make it easier to identify the missing tag and reattach it to your item.
SIZE AND DESCRIPTION: Please use a numerical size for all clothing with the exception of maternity clothes.  Give a short description such as color, name brand and gender on the center of the tag.  Name brands sell better and can bring higher dollar amounts.  Sets sell better than single items. PRICE: You set the price.  Price to sell at 1/3 to ½ of the original price of the item depending on name brand and condition.  Big ticket items can bring more of their original price.  Please keep prices in full dollar increments (i.e. not 5.99 or 3.50).  We have a minimum set price of 3.00.   If your item will not sell for 3.00, please pair it with another item so that it will allow for this price.  If you do not want for an item to be sold for ½ price on Saturday, put a red X at the bottom right hand corner of your tag under the price.  This is optional.  If there is no red X, your item will be eligible for ½ price on Saturday. If you would like to donate your item should it not sell, please put a capital D at the bottom right hand corner of your tag.  All donations will go to benefit needy families in Lexington through the Crisis Ministry of Lexington Baptist Church.  I hope you will consider this, but it is optional.  Please double check all tags for accuracy.  We will not be responsible for mis-tagged or mis-priced items or items without tags. These are your items and ultimately your money; please follow pricing guidelines to the tee! We reserve the right to price any item that does not have a price.
ITEMS OTHER THAN CLOTHING:
Group small items together in a zip-lock bag.  Pin the 3x5 card to the outside of the bag as above.  Tape bag closed with clear packing tape to keep little fingers out.  Attach shoes to each other using pins, string or ribbon and attach your 3x5 card to the shoes as above.  Tags can be pinned to item used to hold them together.  We suggest that you place masking tape with your consignor number and the price on the bottom of each shoe in addition to the card.  This helps identify your item in case the card is lost or the shoes are separated.  Use heavy, clear packing tape to attach cards to non-clothing items.  Scotch tape and masking tape will not hold and your tag may become lost.  Make sure your description is sufficient to match up in case a card becomes separated.  Books should be placed in Zip-lock bags with bag taped closed.  Index card should be secured with a safety pin to the outside of the bag with all titles of books enclosed listed.  Only top quality books with no missing pages, torn pages or coloring accepted.  We suggest that you place masking tape with your consignor number and price on each large item (toys, cribs, strollers, etc.) in addition to the information on your card.  This helps to identify your item in case the card is lost.  
WHAT WE ACCEPT:
We accept boys and girls clothing sizes newborn to 12, fall and winter seasonal clothing only.  Only current styles for all clothing (less than 5 years old). Maternity sizes S, M, L and XL of any season are accepted.  Again, current styles only (less than 5 years old).  Clothing must be in excellent condition.  No stains, not faded, torn or outdated.  Please only bring items you would buy from someone else.  Infant clothing sized 0-12 months are limited to 12 hanging outfits per gender per consignor due to space limitations.  This does not include sleepers, which should be folded and placed in Ziploc bags (3 per bag) and priced accordingly.  Shoes are limited to 4 pair per gender per consignor, so bring your best!  Infant and children’s sizes only.  Bigger shoes do not sell.  They should be clean and show little wear. No adult shoes please.  Toys must be in excellent condition.  Electronic toys requiring batteries must have new batteries.  All toys must be complete and in working order.  Stuffed animals are not accepted.  They will not sell.  Baby equipment sells very well.  Please make sure that your items are gently used with no rips or missing pieces.  Check to make sure they have not been recalled.  
Suggestions for items to bring:
*Infant toys—shape sorters, blocks, stacking rings, balls, rattles, crib toys, etc.

*Large toys—play gyms, play houses, role play centers, exersaucers, “kick start” toys, pianos, riding toys, etc.

*Big Kid toys—action figures, trucks, matchbox cars, dolls, doll furniture, train sets, etc.

*Baby equipment—bottles, cups, bowls, plates, utensils.  Please no nipples unless brand new! Breast pumps (please only motors and sterilize able parts for health reasons).Nursing pillows and covers, bath tubs, bathing aids, burp cloths, receiving blankets, bibs, socks, lap pads, high chairs, booster seats, play pens, walkers, pack and plays, bouncers, swings, etc.  Strollers are a big seller and can go for up to ¾ of original price. Covers must be clean!  Car seats must be clean and complete.  Must have never been involved in an accident and must not have been recalled.  Please call 800-434-9393 for recall information.  Children’s furniture must be complete.  If unassembled, all small pieces should be placed in a zip-lock bag and secured to the pieces.  Mark all pieces with masking tape with your consignor number to ensure that they are sold together.  Ribbon or string works well for tying pieces together.  Must meet current safety standards.  Cribs, changing tables and toddler mattresses are also a big seller.  Price according to style and condition. These are only some suggestions.  If you have questions about the acceptability of your items, please call or email us so that we can assist you!  Carol (803) 951-3386.
*Children’s Furniture – Twin sized beds, dressers, desks, mini tables and chairs, etc.  Please no twin mattresses.  Only crib mattresses will be accepted.  
WANT TO CONSIGN, BUT DON’T HAVE THE TIME?

Don’t let this keep you from taking advantage of the best way to make money for your gently used items.  Call about our “VIC tagging service.”  We’ll pick up your items; wash, hang, tag or whatever else is needed to prepare your items for sale.  Availability and pick up areas are limited, so call today!  
WHERE IS THE SALE?

Our sale will be held at the Lexington Recreation Complex on Ball Park Road in Lexington in the gymnasium.  For directions please call Carol or you can visit them on line at http://www.lcrac.com/LCRAC_Facilities_BallPark.htm 

Drop off of items:

Every item will be checked in during drop-off and any unacceptable items will be sent home with the consignor or donated to the Crisis Ministry of Lexington Baptist Church at the seller’s discretion.  Please do not be offended if we ask you to take back some of your items.  We will be screening items very closely so as to maintain the quality of the sale.  We reserve the right to refuse to accept any Item that we feel may not sell.  It is often easy to miss a spot or tear when preparing your items at home.  We want to be known for having the best quality merchandise and we want you as a purchaser to have confidence that you are buying the best!!  Please try to make arrangements for childcare on pre-sale night.  You will enjoy your shopping experience much more if you are able to do this and it is for safety reasons as well.  Shopping moms can get wild! It is suggested that you bring your sizes with you. Some shoppers will draw out the size of their children's foot on cardboard to fit them in shoes properly.  Don't forget your shopping baskets to hold all of your great bargains! We suggest a large laundry basket with a belt attached at the handle to pull behind you. Fanny packs are great too!  Please email or call to get your consignor number prior to drop-off. We need to know that you are coming and also to verify your address and consignor information. This must be done by Saturday, August 7th.
HOW TO CHECK IN:

* Bring items already priced at the above drop off times, or arrange to have your items tagged by Belles and Beaus Tagging Service.  The VIC service fills up quickly and will begin accepting items June 1st.
* Sign in at the front table and have your items counted.

* Separate your boys and girls clothing and arrange according to size (smallest to largest) as you bring it in.  A good idea is to place an upside down garbage bag with a small hole in the middle of the top (actually the bottom of the bag) for hangers to come through over each group of a particular size.  This will make a cheap garment bag.  Doing this will keep items separated and clean during transport.  
* Bring a stamped, self-addressed #10 sized envelope with your consignor number in the lower left corner, or have $1.00 deducted from your earnings and we will take care of it for you.  * * * Please include your return address. Put your consignor number in the bottom left hand corner.
* Pick up your Preview Party Pass and guest pass!  You may bring 1 friend to join you as you shop on Thursday night.  We will draw for 3 gift certificates at 8 p.m. on Thursday, August 12th, but you must be present to win!!
MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION:

* A $5.00 fee will be deducted from each consignor’s total earnings to help cover costs.  

* Your check will be mailed to you within 1 week of the sale, if not before.
* PLEASE READ!!!!  All items not picked up by 3 PM on Sunday afternoon will become the property of Belles and Beaus to be used at their discretion and donated to the Crisis Ministry of Lexington Baptist Church.  If you are not able to pick up your items at the designated time, please have someone pick up your items for you.  Make sure that you list them as your alternate on your contract and that they are aware of your consignor number.  You will be asked for your number as you come in to pick up your items.  The donation truck will be loaded and no entrance will be admitted to anyone who is late. It is not possible for me to store items not picked up.   We are not responsible for lost, stolen, broken or soiled items.  Thank you for considering us to help you sell your items.  We are here to serve you.  Please let us know if you have any suggestions for improvement.  For more detailed instructions please visit the web site at http://bellesandbeaussc.tripod.com or you can email us at bellesandbeaus@sc.rr.com.

	Wednesday, August 11
	9 AM – 8 PM        Drop offs          

	Thursday, August 12
	9 AM – 5 PM     Drop offs 
6 PM         Volunteers  shop
  

7 PM       Consignor’s  Preview Party
                   Guests shop  

	Friday, August  13
	8 AM -8 PM
Public shop 

	Saturday, August 14
_____________________________

Sunday, August 15
	8 AM–8 PM        Public shop  
                      (Many items ½ price)
______________________________________

1 PM – 3 PM  Pick up all items not donated
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